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Centre for the Study of Co-operatives Library 

The Centre for the Study of Co-operatives library has a specialized collection which emphasizes: 

• Co-operatives societies, their structure, role in society and the community, 
governance, history, member relations, legal and business aspects 

• Credit unions and their structure, role and history 
• Co-operation: philosophy, principles, history, theory research 
• Women, indigenous peoples, and other under-represented groups in co-

operative societies 
• Co-operative development 
• Sustainable rural, economic, and community development 
• Co-operative learning and co-operative education 
• Social movements: their history, theory, ideologies, and institutions 
• Social economy 

We have the largest collection of co-operative materials in Anglophone Canada and we offer 
research support to anyone interested in co-ops. Based on our research, the Centre for the 
Study of Co-ops Library is the only lending library specializing in co-operatives and social 
economy organizations in North America.  

The CSC Library provides qualified, trained staff to assist in accessing information on co-
operatives and this support is available to users in person, by phone, mail or electronically to 
faculty, staff and students from the University of Saskatchewan, visiting scholars, the Centre’s 
sponsors their respective co-operative organizations, and to those interested in co-operatives. 
The collection is accessible on-site or online via a LibraryWord catalogue which is separate from 
the University Library’s database.   

The collection is currently about 6,000 items and continues to grow.  Holdings approach the 
topic of co-operatives from social, political, economic and historical points of view, making the 
collection multidisciplinary in nature. 

The CSC Library consists of a number of different types of resources including student theses; 
circulating and archive copies of the Centre’s publications; serials; a photograph collection; a 
vertical file containing newspaper clippings, articles, newsletters, magazines, pamphlets, news 
releases, advertising, and short research articles related to co-operatives; audio video materials; 
and books.  

The  library collection also contains archival materials that are rare or unique, and some of those 
items are fragile. Holdings of note include a complete collection of The Co-operative Consumer 
serial which was published from 1940 to 1982, annual reports of the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool, 
video-taped interviews of individuals of significance in the Saskatchewan co-operative 
movement, and historical photographs of events relating to the development of co-operatives 
on the Canadian prairies. A project partnership between the CSC Library and the University of 
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Saskatchewan Library ha been established to digitize fragile serial publications such as Co-
operative Consumer and improve access while preserving the original. 

The specific goal the CSC Library has identified for its collection is “to provide information, 
historical and contemporary, on co-operatives, co-operation, and related subjects in Canada and 
throughout the world.” In order to meet this goal, the CSC Library attempts to “collect all English 
language co-op resources” while avoiding duplication of items complementary to the collection 
if they are available locally.   

To this end, the CSC Library’s collection and services are freely available to the public and it is 
possible for the public to borrow materials from the library’s circulating collection.  In addition, 
the CSC Library provides “basic reference service to all users of the library free of charge”. In 
addition to in-person requests for service, many questions are received via email from students, 
government agencies, co-operative organizations, educational institutions, and individuals 
across Canada, the United States and internationally. 

The Library’s website contains numerous links to freely accessible websites on the topics of co-
operative legislation, co-operative organizations, co-operative research centres, and information 
about the various categories of co-operatives.  While the information found in these links is 
available from other sources, the CSC Library has improved access for the public by collocating 
and organizing them for the benefit of their users. The CSC Library website links to fourteen 
online journals and newsletters.  These resources generally do not require a subscription or 
library membership to search and view.  
http://usaskstudies.coop/?page_id=120  
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