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Co-operatives have always been innovative organizations operating at the edge. Historically, they have emerged 
as bottom-up responses to socio-economic distress or in communities that are under-serviced or otherwise on 
the margins. In enabling people to meet their economic, social, and cultural needs in association, co-operatives 
have innovated equitable and just ways of creating and distributing socially generated wealth. Moreover, 
despite constraints imposed upon them by their legal status, the complex nature of their ownership and 
governance structures, and the principles and values by which they abide, co-operatives have often 
outperformed and outlasted conventional, investor-owned firms.  
 
In our latest global slump, co-operatives not only continue to provide viable solutions to economic crises and 
social exclusion in local communities, but are also taking the lead in promoting more environmentally 
sustainable practices.  Indeed, transnational organizations such as the ICA, the ILO, the UN, CICOPA, and 
increasingly regional and national governments, have taken notice of the resilience of co-operatives and the 
strength of co-op movements the world over; in recent years, co-operatives have often led the way in 
sustainable production and work practices and have promoted economic activity rooted in solidarity rather than 
self-interest. 
 
The theme of this special issue aims to draw analytic attention to the ways in which co-operatives and related 
social economy organizations innovate: 
• To champion social inclusion  
• To support economic and business practices fostering sustainability  
• To build solidarity economies 
 
We are especially interested in how co-operatives and co-operation offer palliatives to and paths beyond crises. 
Our goal is to explore how co-operatives are creating new socio-economic realities for communities “at the 
edge,” and how they are also “cutting edge” organizations pushing mainstream economic practices and social 
policy into new, more inclusive, and more community-focused directions. 
 
We invite submissions that in some way reflect on the ways that co-operatives and “co-operating at the edge” 
innovate, impact, or emerge from the three thematic pillars—social inclusion, sustainability, and solidarity 
economies. Possible topic areas may include, but are not limited to: 
 
Social Inclusion 
• Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Youth and Student Co-operatives 
• Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Social and Solidarity Co-operatives  
• Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Inter-co-operation between Co-operatives  



•        Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Aboriginal Communities  
• Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Fair Trade, Poverty Reduction, and Local Development  
• Innovation and Entrepreneurship in crisis and conflict contexts 
• Business Conversions to Worker Co-operatives: Recuperating Businesses, Saving Communities 
 
Sustainability 
• Is “sustainability” the new co-operative value for the 21st century? 
• The Role of Education in Promoting Co-operative Innovation 
• The Role of Research in Promoting Co-operative Innovation 
• The Role of Public Policy in Promoting Co-operative Innovation 
• Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Green Production  
• Co-operative Management Structures and Practices  
• Co-operative Ownership and Governance Structures and Practices  
• Co-operative Business and Marketing Strategies  
 
Solidarity Economies 
• Mainstreaming the Co-operative Advantage 
• Co-operatives and Development 
• Fostering Co-operation among Co-operatives 
• Transnational Co-operation among Co-operatives: Bridging North-South Divides 
• Co-operative types (worker co-ops, financial co-ops, consumer co-ops, agricultural co-ops, etc.) 
• Moving Beyond Crises and Marginalization via Co-operative Values and Practices 
 
Submission: Papers (4,000-8,000 words) should be submitted as email attachments in MS Word format to 
findlay@edwards.usask.ca by August 31, 2013. Papers (subject to blind peer review by two specialist referees) 
should be preceded by a title page with name(s) of the author(s) and an abstract of 200 words. 
 
Paragraphs should be marked by a three-space indent, and sub-headings should be used sparingly. Main 
headings should be lower case in bold, sub-headings lower case in italics (a lower level of sub-sub heading 
should be avoided). Quotations of less than 20 words should be put in the text with double quotation marks; 
quotes of more than 20 words should be indented with a space before and after.  
References should use the Harvard system. A short description of the author’s current job title (or one previous 
title), should be included at the end, in bold print. 
 
The Journal of Co-operative Studies is a peer-reviewed international academic journal which aims to generate 
theoretical knowledge and promote research and innovation within the co-operative sector.  Published by the 
UK Society for Co-operative Studies in Manchester, England, it is distributed in Canada in partnership with the 
Canadian Association for Studies in Co-operation. 
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