
Call For Applicants:

Comparative Co-operative Law Programme - Canada
Administered under the auspices of the Co-operative Governance Initiative (CGI)
http://www.criticalresearchlab.org/crl/project/co-operative-governance-initiative-cgi

In collaboration with the Canadian Cooperative Research Network
 Réseau canadien de recherche sur les coopératives
(CCRNRCRC)
http://ccrnrcrc.wordpress.com/;

and

Measuring the Co-operative Difference Research Network
http://www.cooperativedifference.coop/

About the CGI

The Co-operative Governance Initiative is an interdisciplinary, multi-year research programme
developed and carried out at the Critical Research Laboratory in Law & Society at Osgoode Hall
Law School. The CGI takes its cues from the co-operative movement and investigates
community-based forms of organizing civil action and approaches to economic sustainability at
the intersection of state and society from a legal/governance perspective.

About the Programme

The Comparative Co-operative Law Programme seeks to develop a single online resource to
facilitate comparative analysis of co-operative laws in Canada. Canada has 14 distinct
jurisdictions, each with their own framework of laws that govern the co-operative sector. A
comprehensive survey of co-operative laws in any one jurisdiction is a significant undertaking
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given the high degree of variability found in the objects and operations of co-operative
enterprises. Financial co-operatives (credit unions), retail co-operatives, worker co-operatives, to
a name just a few, require industry specific rules and regulations that often overlap with other
areas of the law, blurring the boundaries of what constitutes co-operative law.

Through inter-provincial and territorial partnerships, researchers from each province in Canada
will be given an opportunity to provide information regarding the co-operative culture, history,
and legal framework in their jurisdiction. By aggregating this information in a standardized
format, each jurisdiction's contribution can be subjected to comparative analyses so as to
expose differences, and assess law and policy strengths and weaknesses.

The Comparative Co-operative Law Programme is intended to fill informational gaps for
co-operative legal analysis, to promote policy assessment, and encourage the study of
co-operative governance through legislation, and within an international context. This
Programme aims to help Canadian researchers keep pace with projects currently underway in
the EU (see PECOL & SGECOL http://www.euricse.eu/en/node/1960).

Remuneration for successful applicants is contingent on funding opportunities specific to each
participant’s province and/or institutional affiliation.

Specific Objectives of this Project

● Survey the Canadian co-operative legal landscape
● Publish a comprehensive “Canadian Handbook on Co-operative Law; Vol. 1”
● Develop a web portal to house the research and provide access over the Canadian

Co-operative Research Network website
● Build a research network to maintain the currency of the information
● Develop proposals for future research directions and policy initiatives

Applicant Requirements

To achieve the objectives of the Comparative Co-operative Law Programme, the CGI is currently
seeking applications for researchers from each province and territory in Canada, as well as one
additional team to analyse the Federal legal framework. Preference will be given to students
pursuing a JD/LLB or Masters degree (in social sciences and/or humanities). Those genuinely
interested in co-operative organizations and corporate/co-operative law and regulations are
also encouraged to apply.

Applicants are expected to submit a CV and a brief cover letter outlining their interests in
co-operatives and co-operative law, as well as relevant research experience. Successful
applicants will have their research disseminated nationally and internationally and receive full
credit for their work. This is an excellent opportunity for those looking to publish or become a
part of a very active community of Canadian researchers.
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The duration of the Programme will be 9 months. Researchers will be expected to conduct
research for 3-5 hours per week for a span of 2 months beginning January 2014, and ensure
timely submissions of drafts and revisions. A month long hiatus will be given in April to
accommodate exam schedules.

Please forward your applications to tpetrou@yorku.ca

Thank you.

Timothy Petrou, B.Sc., J.D., LL.M. (Cand.).

Barrister and Solicitor

Fellow, Critical Research Laboratory in Law & Society

Osgoode Hall Law School, 3rd floor, Room 3703

Ignat Kaneff Building, York University

4700 Keele Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3J 1P3


