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 The Canadian Association for Studies in Co-operation/L’Association Canadienne pour les Études sur la 
Coopération (CASC/ ACÉC) is sadden by the sudden passing of one of its oldest and dearest members. Ian made 
unparalleled contributions to the co-operative movement in a wide range of ways over the years, both as an 
academic and as a practitioner. 
 Professor Macpherson was an academic par excellence, having achieved distinction in all areas of academic 
endeavour.  He was one of the leading authorities on co-operative history in the world, authoring and editing 
some fifteen books and writing more than 120 academic and seventy non-academic papers.  He also made 
significant contributions as an administrator, serving as Chair of the History Department (1981-1989) at the 
University of Victoria, as well as the Dean of Humanities (1992 –1999). In addition Professor Macpherson was 
founding director of the British Columbia Institute for Co-operative Studies (2000-2008), and served as co-
director of the Social Economy Hub (2005-2012), the national voice for the Canadian Social Economy Research 
Partnerships, a six-year, $13,000,000 research project of the Social Science and Humanities Research Council.  
 One of the founding members of our research association, Professor Macpherson’s greatest contributions at 
the university were, perhaps, as a teacher and mentor.  A talented lecturer who always knew how to engage his 
audience, Ian was a supportive mentor and supervisor to innumerable students over the years, always generous 
with his time and insightful with his comments.   
 Ian was also the exemplar of an engaged intellectual, having played leaderships roles in the co-operative 
sector for over forty years.  He served on numerous boards including consumer and health co-ops in Winnipeg 
and Victoria; a childcare co-op in Victoria; and several credit unions in Victoria. He served on the Board of BC 
Central Credit Union, 1983 to 1992 (President, 1987-89), and the boards of the Canadian Co-operative Credit 
Society, the Co-operative College of Canada, the Co-operative Union of Canada, and the Canadian Co-operative 
Association.  He was the founding President of the latter organization, 1989 to 1995.  He served on the board of 
the International Co-operative Alliance (ICA) 1989-1995, chairing the process and writing the documents 
whereby the ICA revised the international principles for co-operatives and adopted a Co-operative Identity 
Statement for the twenty-first century at its Manchester Congress in 1995. 
 Ian will be sorely missed by all who had the good fortune to meet him. 

 

 


